
 

      
            

 

  

 

 
      
  

 

     

Program fee (for each program):  $6.00 per student, $2.00 per adult, no charge for nonparticipating siblings. 

Out of County residents add $1 per person. We accept cash, credit card or check made payable to “Wayne 

County Parks”. 
 

Call 734-261-1850 or email cclement@waynecounty.com to schedule a program. 

Please note age recommendations and seasonal availability of programs(w=winter, sp=spring, su=summer, 

f=fall, a=all year) 
 

Natural History Animal Programs 
 

ANIMAL COURTSHIP  

From the wacky world of animal courtship we will learn about the spiral flights of the American woodcock, the sumo 

wrestling of male snapping turtles and many other fun stories about nature’s romantic side! Indoors, ages 8 – 13. (w, sp) 
 

ANIMAL KEYING: SKINS, TRACKS, SKULLS  

Students will use keys to identify mammal skins, tracks and skulls in this hands-on learning experience.  Indoor program, 

ages 7 – 15. (w) 
 

ANIMAL MYSTERIES: SIGNS AND CLUES  

Bring your detective skills to unravel the clues animals leave behind, such as tracks, homes and browsing (eating). We will 

also learn to identify skulls, then become hands-on detectives solving the mysteries. Indoors, ages 7 – 13. (w) 
 

ANIMAL TRACKS/ANIMALS IN WINTER 
  Bring a light-colored T-shirt to track up!  Learn to identify different animal tracks and take a hike to  

  search for real tracks in the snow.  Indoors and outdoors, dress for the weather.  Ages 4 – 12. (w) 
 

 

ANIMAL WINTER SURVIVAL  

Animals use many different strategies to survive the harsh winters.  Hibernation and migration are just part of the story! 

A presentation and game are part of the fun. Indoors, ages 6 – 11. (w) 

    

DINOSAUR EXPLORATIONS  

   Six-inch teeth, 40 inch horns, six foot heads and 100 foot bodies, what’s not to love about dinosaurs!  

   Join us  to learn more about these amazing creatures as we go on a “dig” and other fun activities.  

   Indoors and outdoors, ages 4 – 7. (sp, su) 
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Nankin Mills Interpretive Center is pleased to offer year around 

educational programs designed for home school students to attend 

with their caregiver. We are not pre-scheduling program dates, but 

would be happy to schedule any of the program topics listed below for 

your group. A minimum of 15 people is required to schedule a 

program (adults are included in the count). Programs length is one to 

one and a half hours. 

 



FISH ADAPTATIONS  

   The Rouge River is home to 58 species of fish. We will learn to recognize some of the different  

   species and discover the adaptations that help them survive.  Indoors, ages 8 – 15. (sp, su) 
 

LIVE REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS 
Michigan is home to many species of frogs, turtles and snakes. Meet the live animals at our Center and learn 

about their fascinating natural history and adaptations that help them to survive in their wetland habitats.  

Indoor program, Ages 4 – 15. (a) 
 

WHITE-TAILED DEER  

As Michigan’s state game animal, white-tailed deer have been an important part of our lives. Learn about  their seasonal life 

cycles and look for deer sign near our Center. Indoors and outdoors, ages 8 – 13. (f) 
 

WILD CANINES 

We will explore the similarities and differences between wolves, coyote and fox and learn about their 

 history of survival in Michigan.  Indoors, ages 8 – 15. (w) 
 

Natural History Bird Programs 
 

BIRD ADAPTATIONS 
Birds have many different types of beaks and feet. We will do a hands-on activity to learn how they are adapted to their 

habitats and also how birds can fly, migrate and many other wonderful things! Indoors, ages 8 – 16. (sp, su, f) 
 

BIRD NESTS 
Birds use many different methods and material to build their nests.  We will learn to recognize different bird nests and go on 

a hike to search for nests near Nankin Mills. Indoors and outdoors, ages 6 – 11. (sp, su) 
 

BIRD WATCHING 
Borrow a pair of our binoculars (or bring your own) and join our naturalist on a hike to find some of our 

 local feathered friends.  We will examine bird mounts in the classroom and learn what field markings to  

look for before the hike.  Indoors and outdoors, Ages 7 – 15. (sp, su) 
 

OWLS OF MICHIGAN  

Our owl mounts will introduce you to some of the eleven different species that have been found in Michigan.  

Close examination of owl pellets allows you to investigate what owls have been eating!  Indoor program, 

Ages 7 – 15. (a) 

 

 

Natural History Invertebrate Programs 
 

BUTTERFLIES OF MICHIGAN  

Learn the life stages and how to recognize many of Michigan’s beautiful butterflies as well as how to  

attract them to your yard.  Visit our Butterfly Garden and learn how to raise your own butterfly if you  

wish! Indoors and outdoors, ages 7 – 12. (su) 
 

INSECT INVESTIGATIONS  

We will explore the amazing world of insects with a dress up activity and puppet show about metamorphosis. Then we will 

go outdoors with nets to see what we can catch! Indoors and outdoors, ages 4 – 9. (sp, su, f) 

 

SOIL CRITTERS  

Tiny soil critters have a very important job to do, recycling the material that falls on the forest floor to make new soil for the 

plants. We will explore this secret world and see who we can find! Mostly outdoors, ages 7 – 15. (f) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Natural History Plant Programs 
 

ADVANCED TREE KEYING:  THE OAKS 
Michigan is home to thirteen species of oak trees. We will use leaf, acorn and bud details to sort them  

out with a key. Students will make an oak leaf collection to take home. Indoors, ages 10 – 15. (f) 
 

ALIEN INVASION! 
Our native plants are under attack from aggressive aliens! Learn about these alien plants such as garlic mustard, dames’ 

rocket and others that crowd out our native wildflowers. Help to fight the invaders by pulling them out with our naturalist! 

Indoors and outdoors, ages 7 – 15. (sp, su) 
 

FERN IDENTIFICATION AND HIKE  
We will hike along the Rouge River to learn to recognize some of our native ferns and enjoy their    

delicate beauty. Then we will create a fern craft to take home.  Indoors and outdoors, ages 9 – 15. (f) 
 

LEAF COLLECTIONS  
Take a hike with our naturalist to collect samples of leaves from many different trees, learning how to identify them on the 

way. We will return to the classroom and put together a leaf collection booklet. Indoors and outdoors, ages 7 – 12. (f) 
 

LEAF PRINT T-SHIRTS & NATURE HIKE 
Trees will be the focus of our explorations as we take a hike to learn how to identify our local floodplain  

species and enjoy the autumn colors. Each student should bring a light-colored T-shirt to make leaf prints  

as a memory of the beautiful fall season.  Indoors and outdoors, Ages 4 – 12. (f) 
 

NATIVE AMERICAN PLANT USES 
Land-based cultures had an extensive knowledge of local plants and used them for food, medicine and useful items such as 

twine and baskets.  We will hike in the Ellsworth Section of Holliday Nature Preserve (meet at Nankin Mills) to learn how 

our native plants were used by our native cultures. Outdoors, ages 7 – 13. (sp, f) 
 

NATURAL PLANT DYES 
We will look into the history of plant dyes and try making natural dyes from a couple of different plants,  

such as black walnut husks. All materials will be provided.  Indoor and outdoor program, Ages 7 – 15. (f) 
 

OAKS OF BENNETT ARBORETUM 
We will visit historic Bennett Arboretum, planted in the 1930s, and learn to identify over a dozen species of oak trees by their 

leaves, acorns and bark.  Park at the Disc Golf lot off Hines Drive between Six and Seven Mile.  Outdoors, ages 8 – 12. (f) 
 

POISONOUS PLANTS AND ANIMALS 
It is wise to know how to recognize the poisonous plants and animals in our area. Fortunately there aren’t many in Michigan 

to worry about! Indoors and a short hike outdoors, ages 6 – 13. (sp, su, f) 
 

SEED IDENTIFICATION AND COLLECTION 
We will learn about different types of seeds and take a hike to identify them.  Students will make their own seed collections 

to take home. Indoors and outdoors, ages 7 – 11. (f) 
 

TREE KEYING IDENTIFICATION 
Learn to identify many of Michigan’s common trees using a simple key. We will learn leaf, 

bud, bark and fruit identification. Indoors and outdoors, ages 8 – 16. (f) 
 

WILDFLOWER FOLKLORE HIKE 
We will meet at the Cowan Section of Holliday Nature Preserve off of Central City Parkway for a hike to identify many of 

Michigan’s beautiful wildflowers and hear about their fascinating folk history and past uses. Outdoors, ages 7 – 13. (sp) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Natural History Miscellaneous Programs 
 

ASTRONOMY I: OUR SOLAR SYSTEM 
Our astronomical adventure will focus on locating winter constellations and learning about the planets and moons in our own 

solar system. A constellation craft will also be part of the fun.  Please bring a T-shirt for craft.  Indoors, ages 7 – 12. (w) 
 

ASTRONOMY II:  BEYOND OUR SOLAR SYSTEM 
We will venture further into space and explore star life cycles, including supernovas and  

black holes, exoplanets, galaxies, quasars and many other galactic wonders.  Indoors, ages 9 – 15. (w) 
 

ICE AGE  
Learn about this fascinating period of Michigan’s history that brought glaciers and megafauna such as mammoths and 

mastodons. A slide show and hands-on ice excavations will be part of the fun. Indoors, ages 7 – 15. (w, sp, su) 
 

MICHIGAN GEOLOGY 

Discover Michigan’s amazing geological history, which includes volcanoes, mountains, oceans and  

glaciers!  We will learn how plate tectonics causes the “big” geological events and then explore rock and 

 mineral classification.  Students will do mineral testing and make a mineral collection to take home.  Indoors, 

 Ages 8 – 15. (w) 
 

 

WATER AND SOIL CONSERVATION 
Activities will teach students about the importance of our water and soil resources and ways to protect and conserve them. 

Indoors and outdoors, ages 7  -15. (sp, f) 
 

WET, WILD WEATHER 
Learn about trade winds, relative humidity, high and low pressure systems that affect our daily weather. Students will try 

hands-on experiments and build a barometer or wind sock.  Indoors and outdoors, ages 7 – 15. (sp) 
 

Michigan History Programs 
 

ALL THINGS MICHIGAN 
Discover what makes our state great, our state symbols and some of our favorite Michigan products and 

folklore.  A museum tour highlights many important historical periods in our state.  We will explore all 

things Michigan!  Indoor program, Ages 7 – 12. (w) 
  

CORN HARVEST 
We will examine the ways corn has been a part of the historic cultures in Michigan and use it for crafts, games and snacks. 

Indoors, ages 4 – 13. (f, w) 
 

FRENCH VOYAGEURS 
 Learn about the French heritage of Detroit and the Great Lakes. Stories of the fur trade, French  

lessons and a mini canoe craft will be part of the fun. Indoors and outdoors, ages 7 - 15. (sp, su, f) 
 

FORD VILLAGE INDUSTRIES IN SOUTHEASTERN MICHIGAN 
Discover how Henry Ford turned mills into small machine shops for auto manufacturing at Nankin Mills and many other 

locations in southeastern Michigan to help farmers earn extra income.  Indoor program, ages 12 – 16. (w) 
 

HISTORIC MILLS AND TOWNS OF THE ROUGE RIVER 
Rivers provided waterpower for early mill operations. Many of our earliest communities grew up around the first mills.We 

will explore the mills and mill towns of the Middle Rouge River during the 1800s and 1900s. Indoors, ages 11 – 16. (w) 
 

HISTORY OF THE ROUGE MUSEUM TOUR 
Our Interpretive Center exhibits focus on the role the Rouge River has played throughout different historic periods, focusing 

on natural history, Native Americans, early pioneers and Henry Ford’s Village Industry.  A guided museum tour and 

scavenger hunt will introduce the history of our site. Indoors, ages 8 – 16. (w, sp, f) 
 

 

 

 

 



MICHIGAN LOGGING HISTORY 
Explore the time when Michigan led the nation in lumber production. Enjoy the folklore of Paul Bunyan and make some 

crafts related to this fascinating historical period. Indoors and outdoors, ages 7 – 12. (sp, su, f) 
 

MILLER’S HOUSE AND FAMILIES AT NANKIN 
We will tour the Miller’s house on our site and learn about the many families that used to live and  

work here. Indoors, ages 8 – 16. (a) 
 

MINING AND PASTIES 
Learn about Michigan’s mining history, make a miner’s helmet and taste the classic lunch of the Scandinavian mining 

culture, the pastie!  Indoors, ages 7 – 15. (w) 
 

NATIVE AMERICAN HISTORY OF THE GREAT LAKES 

Learn about the Three Fires tribes from our area, the Potawatomi, Odawa, and Ojibwa, as well as  

Many other native peoples.  An interactive presentation, hands-on games and activities will help us  

appreciate the knowledge needed to live with the land.  Indoors, ages 7 - 12. (a) 
 

PIONEER ACTIVITIES: BUTTER, CANDLES, CIDER 
Take a step back to yesteryear and try hands-on activities that were part of daily life in early America.  Indoors and outdoors, 

ages 7 – 12. (f) 
 

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD HISTORY 
Explore our local role in this important period of history and learn some of the secret codes which helped people escape to 

freedom. Students will make their own “quilt code”. Indoor program, ages 8 – 13. (w) 
 

Science Programs 
 

ELECTRICITY EXPERIMENTS 
Thomas Edison set up the powerhouse at Nankin Mills. In his spirit, we will explore electricity by  

trying several different experiments.  Indoors, ages 7 – 15. (w) 
 

HUBBLE SPACE TELESCOPE 
The Hubble Space Telescope has opened our eyes to the incredible wonders of the Universe! Learn about all  

of the amazing discoveries since 1990 and make a model of the Hubble to take home. Indoors, ages 9 – 15. (w) 
 

KITCHEN EXPERIMENTS 
Students will perform hands-on experiments such as making invisible ink, testing the strength of an egg and other fun 

projects from ordinary kitchen ingredients. Indoors, ages 7 – 12. (w) 
 

ROCKET POWER 
From Sputnik to the Space Shuttles, space exploration has required escaping the earth’s gravity.  

Learn about historic spacecraft and rockets and join the “space race” with air, water and chemical    

“rockets”. Indoors and outdoors, ages 7 – 12. (sp, su, f) 
 

SCIENTIST 
Students will perform experiments to test famous scientific laws. Water pressure, air pressure, gravity and inertia are some of 

the topics we will investigate.  Indoors, ages 7 – 15. (w) 
 

SIMPLE MACHINES 
Hands-on experiments with pulleys, inclined planes and levers to learn the physics of these machines will help students 

understand how they work. Indoors, ages 7 – 15. (w) 
 

WATER QUALITY TESTING 
Students will perform hands-on tests such as pH, dissolved oxygen, nitrates and turbidity to determine water quality of the 

Rouge River. These results will be correlated with the impact on the aquatic life living in the river. Indoors and outdoors, 

ages 9 – 15. (sp, su, f) 

 

 

 

 

 



Outdoor Activities 
HABITAT HIKE 
On a short hike around Nankin Mills we will find many different habitats: open field, edge, river, floodplain, upland forest, 

pond and swamp! Along the way we will learn about the plants and animals adapted to each. Games will teach concepts of 

food webs and habitat carrying capacity. Mostly outdoors, ages 7 – 13. (sp, f) 
 

MAP AND COMPASS 
Learn how to use a map and compass together to take compass bearings and follow an easy course outdoors. Indoors and 

outdoors, ages 9 – 13. (sp, su, f) 
 

MAPLE SUGARING AT CASS BENTON PARK    
Bundle up and join our naturalist at Cass Benton Park in Northville, off Northville Road north of Six Mile, 

near the picnic shelter and play structure.  See how trees are tapped and sap is boiled to syrup and sugar.  

Also learn how the early Native Americans first discovered maple sap and prepared it.  Be sure to dress for 

the weather, program is outdoors, ages 4 - 15. (w, March only) 

 

OUTDOOR SURVIVAL 
Learn how to prioritize your survival needs and how to meet those needs in this hands-on program.  Indoors and outdoors, 

ages 7 – 13. (sp, f) 
 

SIGNS OF SPRING HIKE 
Hike with our naturalist in Holliday Nature Preserve to learn the early signs of spring  

as we carefully observe the natural world. Indoors and outdoors, ages 7 - 15. (sp) 
 

SWAMP STOMP 
Dress warmly and join our naturalist for an adventurous hike into our swamp to search for signs of wildlife and plants that 

inhabit this protected environment. Waterproof boots recommended. Outdoors, ages 10 – 15. (f) 
 

WINTER CAMPFIRE AND HIKE 
  After enjoying the fresh air of a winter hike, we will warm up with marshmallows by a campfire.   

  Outdoors, all ages welcome, but trail is not stroller friendly and can be muddy. (w) 

 
 

Crafts and Games Programs 
 

DREAMCATCHERS 
Students will be taught to make a dreamcatcher of their own, a protective symbol from Michigan’s  

Ojibwa people. All materials are provided. Indoors, ages 8 – 16. (f, w) 
 

ECOLOGY GAMES 
Ecological concepts such as food web, habitat carrying capacity, niche and predator/prey relationships will be demonstrated 

through fun and active games. Mostly outdoors, ages 7 – 14. (sp, su, f) 
 

GRAPEVINE WREATHS 
Grapevine and decorative items will be provided for students to create their own natural wreath. Feel free to bring your own 

items as well. Indoors, ages 8 – 15. (f, w) 
 

NATURE CRAFTS 
Students will take a short hike to collect samples from nature and make a beautiful craft to take home.  Indoors and outdoors, 

ages 6 – 11. (sp, su, f) 
 

NATURE GAMES – JEOPARDY, CONCENTRATION, SCAVENGER HUNT 
Test your “nature knowledge”, memory, and observational skills with fun games!  Find out what you  

already know and learn some new things!  Indoors, Ages 8 – 15. (a) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


