


T he founding of the F riends  of Nankin Mills , the group’s  partnership with Wayne C ounty P arks  and the parks  millage helped breathe new life in the mill,

transforming it into a interpretive center that looks  at the area’s  Native American history, the Underground R ailroad and its  use as  a Village Industry.

T he F riends  have done numerous  fundraisers  like “An E vening with Henry F ord and T homas E dison” to raise money and interpretive programs like

S aturday’s  “F irs t F amilies  of Nankin Township.” T hey decorate the mill at C hris tmas  and host the annual mill lighting in early December.

“T he firs t time we decorated we had to talk to the fire inspector,” P olich said. “We wanted to know what to do. We didn’t want to find out that we had

burned the place down.”

T he F riends  wish lis t for the mill includes  restoring a Model T  for an interactive exhibit and researching and restoring the generator. T he group has  a

check mark by the Model T. It purchased one in 2012 and is  in the process  of restoring it.  T he plan is  to put the car in a blocked-off area on the second

floor of the mill where youngsters  will be able to climb in, get behind the wheel and experience driving in its  early form.

B ut their biggest wis h is  to find new friends . T here are currently nine members  and more are needed. P eople interested in joining can vis it the F riends  of

Nankin Mills  website, attend one of their events  or send an email to F riends@ nankinmills .org.

“P retty much everything started in 1988,” J ohnson said. “Now we want to get known so people know what’s  going on at Nankin Mills .”

smason@ hometownlife.com

734-674-2332

Twitter: @ S usanMarieMason

F irs t F amilies

If you’re a local his tory buff, you will definitely want to be at the Nankin Mills  Interpretive C enter at 1 p.m. S aturday, J une 20. T he F riends  of Nankin Mills

will present “F irs t F amilies  of Nankin Township.”

T he 90-minute program will tell the stories  of local settlers  Marcus  S wift and William Osband brought their families  to wilds  of Michigan in 1825. T hey

became prominent figures  in the formation of Nankin Township, building the firs t schools , churches , anti-s lavery societies  and homes.

T he program costs  $2 and $3 for out of county res idents . Learn more, or reserve a spot, by calling 734-261-1990.

T he center is  located at 33175 Ann Arbor Trail,  Westland.

R ead or S hare this  s tory: http://www.hometownlife.com/story/news/local/westland/2015/06/18/friends-preserve-nankin-mills -history-westland/28854779/


